Chapter IX
JOHN LANE AND HIS POETS

OF ALL John Lane's achievements as a publisher, I
think the one of which he was proudest, the one
which gave him the deepest satisfaction, was that
it was he who had stood sponsor, so to speak, for the
most distinguished poets of the Nineties.

In a characteristic phrase, Richard Le Gallienne has
described him as 'one who scans Parnassus* Hill with a
searchlight of sympathetic discovery, one who is at once
the father and brother of all modern poets, and who, it
may be said, holds them all in the hollow of his hand.'

In those days, The Eodley Head was, in a degree that
no other publishing house was able to rival, the home
of the Muses; and, if the artist in John Lane was
satisfied because he was the means of giving good
poetry to the world, the publisher, the man of business
in him had no cause of complaint, for the poetry 'paid'.

'To discover', said John Davidson, 'or create a buying
public for minor and other poetry must always be a
great feat; to have achieved it nowadays, and in the
manner in which it has been done at The Eodley Head^
is to have established a record.'

It would obviously be inexpedient for a publisher
openly to express any opinion as to the rival merits of
the poetic honey he distributes to the world, and Lane,
whatever his private preferences may have been, never.